
 

CV9 – Specializing in selfless service and support of students 

Chippewa Valley High School – 9th Grade Center 

Weekly Announcements 

Week of December 8, 2025 
 

NEWLY ADDED ANNOUNCEMENTS for 12/8/2025 – 12/12/2025 (please read) 
 

• Rules for Home Basketball Games – No backpacks are allowed in the gym. Only students from our school and the visiting 

school will be allowed to enter. All students must show a student ID. All students are expected to be in the bleachers, no 

loitering in the hallway. 
 

• Lockdown Drill – Our second lockdown drill and subsequent discussions that took place Tuesday, 12/2/25, were very 

informative, and students asked a lot of very important questions.  Students were reminded of our emergency pull stations, 

which included how they look, how they sound when activated, and when to pull them.  Students were reminded that being 

aware means leaving earbuds out of at least one ear as they walk through the hallway.  They should also observe their 

surroundings periodically as they walk instead of having tunnel vision.  Although students were given guidance on how they 

should react in specific locations, they were also provided with these three terms to consider during an actual lockdown: 

 

o Avoid - Staff and students should assess where the threat is and decide if they can evacuate the building.  Once 

outside, staff and students should proceed to a rally point with their hands in the air if they encounter law 

enforcement. 

o Deny - Staff and students should barricade the door to the classroom.  Look for any items that can be stacked against 

the door to secure the entry way and scatter throughout the room. 

o Defend - Staff and students should have an object in their possession to use to defend themselves if an intruder 

enters the classroom.  If possible, attack the intruder by securing major body parts and controlling the weapon.  

 

• New from the You-Know-That-Word’s-Not-Right Corner: Because students often write how they speak, Mr. Williams 

announces a new word or phrase that he overhears incorrectly used in the hallway, and he uses it correctly.  Students listen, 

quickly learn, and laugh, especially since many have used quite a few of these words.  The goal is to increase proficiency in 

reading and writing, even if only by small gains.  Last week’s words and/or phrases were as follows: 

o absent – We know that one definition of absent means the opposite of being present; however, some of you have 

taken liberties with the spelling of absent on hand-written absence excuses.  Remember absent is not 

spelled apsent, not even when stretching the words as you did in elementary school.  If you are unsure, please 

consider typing notes in Microsoft Word until you are comfortable with your spelling so that you receive red 

squiggly lines when you misspell words. 

o mine – Have you ever heard small children say, “That book is mines,” as they attempt to show possession?  We can 

extend a temporary pass for small kids who are attempting to make meaning of words, but you do not receive this 

pass!  Give yourself a slap on the wrist for this infraction.  When showing possession, there is no -s at the end of the 

word mine; the word is already possessive.  You should only say, “That book is mine.” 

o genuine – This word is pronounced [ˈjenyo͞oən], where the word -win is heard at the end.  Some of us like to say 

gen-u-wine as if you have created a new way of complaining (whining).  There is, however, an R & B singer who 

deliberately altered the spelling and pronunciation of the word, but please do not confuse the singer Ginuwine’s 

name with the word genuine, which means to be authentic or sincere. 

o escape – The correct pronunciation of this word is arguably easier than the incorrect version.  Please avoid saying 

ex-cape, which implies you were formerly a cape (similar to ex-girlfriend) and return the -s sound to the word. 

 

• Student Clubs and Activities:  The opportunity to participate in the following teams, clubs, and activities was recently 

announced to students.  If the date has passed, your students received notice, but the information was sent to Mr. Williams 

after the publication of CV9’s Weekly Announcements. 
 

o We are still looking for girl bowlers If anyone is interested, please stop in the athletic office. 

o There will be a Fellowship of Christian Athletes meeting  Wednesday, 12/3/25, at 6:30 a.m. in room 227. 

o The Film Club's next meeting is Tuesday, 12/2/25, after school in the main building's media center. 

https://www.chippewavalleyschools.org/downloads/chippewa_valley_hs/student_clubs_and_activities_2023-24.pdf
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o The Drama Club will hold auditions for our spring play Pride and Prejudice Monday and Tuesday (11/24 & 

11/25), from 2:30 until 4:30 p.m. All are welcome to audition both days, regardless of experience, but you only need 

to attend one day. 

o The Anime Club meets every Thursday right after school in Mr. Brown's room (room 320). 

o The Detroit Zoo hosts an after-school club each Tuesday in Mr. Kohnen's room (room 301) from 2:30-3:30 

p.m.  Email or see Mr. Kohnen for more details. 

o Writer’s Club meets every Thursday in room 103 after school until 3:00 p.m. See Mrs. Johnston for questions. 

o Salt and Light Bible Study meets every Tuesday in room 124 after school in the main building. All are welcome! 

 

• Upcoming Sporting Events: Please click on CVHS' Sports Schedules to stay abreast of all sporting events. Students are 

not admitted to any of our sporting events for free.  The only way a student can get in is if they have purchased a student 

activity card through PaySchools Events and have the sports icon added to their student IDs.  Otherwise, they will need to 

purchase a ticket online at GoFan - The largest high school ticketing solution in the U.S. 

 

• Positivity Quote of the week: There is no failure.  You either win or learn. 

 

Choose to have a fabulous week! 

 

 

ON-GOING ANNOUNCEMENTS for Parents (review only as needed)    

• Announced Hall Sweeps: As encouragement for students to arrive at class and lunch on time, CV9 will 

implemented announced hall sweeps only if needed for our new class of students.  Parents will be notified in advance, if 

this system is necessary.  Sweeps will continue every hour each day, should they be deemed necessary.  Students who travel 

to and from the main building are dismissed four minutes early both ways.  Those caught in tardy sweeps will receive an 

after-school detention for each sweep.  Students who are frequently caught in tardy sweeps will face progressive 

consequences, which might include a suspension, so please encourage your child to make the right choice. To help navigate 

CV9’s hallways quickly and to avoid the consequences of tardiness, please reinforce these tips: 

o Learn your locker combination. 

o Take care of business first and then socialize near your next scheduled class. 

o Take two classes worth of folders if you think you’ll be late by going to your locker. 

o If you really have an urge, go directly to the restroom after class. Do not wait until after the two-minute warning bell 

rings. 

o If your friends are running late, leave them!  They will have to catch up with you later. 

o In addition to the warning bell, Mr. Williams loudly proclaims in the hallways that the walk-and-talk bell has 

rung.  He also says, “Walk it while you talk it (from the artist Migos)” and to “walk it out now (from the artist 

Unk).”  Most of our students are familiar with these artists, so they know what to do. 

• Attendance: Please view the attendance policy so that you are fully aware of the process.  For every four instances of 

tardiness to a given class, students will receive an after-school detention.  

 

• Backpacks: Students will not be allowed to carry clear backpacks or backpacks of any other material into their 

classrooms.  Only laptop carrying cases will be allowed inside of classrooms.  Students may, however, bring backpacks to 

school, but the backpacks must be stored in the students’ assigned lockers during the school day. Larger instruments or 

sports-related bags can be brought to the main office for storage.  Students who travel to the main building first or sixth 

hours for band, choir, German, or non-freshman-level courses will be allowed to carry clear backpacks (no other type 

i.e., fabric, mesh) to the main building.  For any other type of backpack, students will need to report to their lockers before 

traveling to the main building first hour or returning to their lockers after traveling to the main building for sixth 

hour.  Students who travel to the main building for hours two through five should carry only what is needed for that 

course.  Traveling students are given 10 minutes to reach their designated class on time, which also includes time to stop at 

their lockers. 

• Bus Stop & Schedule:  Click on Transportation - Departments - Chippewa Valley Schools Home Page for information. 

https://chippewavalleyhighschool.bigteams.com/
https://gofan.co/
https://www.chippewavalleyschools.org/downloads/chippewa_valley_hs/attendance_policy_and_procedures_1_3.pdf
https://www.chippewavalleyschools.org/departments/transportation/
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• Cell phone policy:  Please click on cell phone policy for complete information. 

• ClassLink: You (parents/guardians) still have the option to sign up and access a ClassLink dashboard that includes common 

district-websites, such as PowerSchool Parent Portal, Meal Magic, PaySchools Central, and more! Like staff and students, 

you can also add additional apps to customize their dashboard.  Please click on the link for step-by-step directions. 

• CVHS 10-12 Building: Students not involved in sanctioned, supervised activities must not enter the main building.  Ninth 

graders who are waiting for rides can remain inside at CV9.  Students found unsupervised next door may be cited for 

trespassing. 

• Dress Code: Please be sure to review Chippewa Valley High School’s dress code with your child to help ensure an amazing 

start to each day. 

• Early Dismissal: Although we expect the students to act more mature than in their middle school years, they are not adults 

just yet.  Please help us maintain proper care of your child by calling the office to sign out your student instead of 

calling/texting your student to just leave the building.  Undocumented absences will be marked as unexcused. 

 

• Free and Reduced School Meals: For the 2024-25 school year, breakfast and lunch will be free to all students, regardless of 

income; however, in order to ensure that CV9 has full access to federal and state funding for educational programs (i.e., 

credit recovery) to which our students are entitled, please fill out the application for free and reduced lunch, even if you do 

not believe you qualify.  If you’ve never filled out this form, please start.  If you’ve ever completed the form, please 

continue.  Click on Free & Reduced Lunch Application and select Apply for Benefits. 

 

• Gym Apparel: Click on CV9 gym apparel if you would like to purchase t-shirts and shorts with the high school’s name. 

 

• Helpful Documents: Please review the documents that are posted on the Big Red Check-In page with your son or daughter 

so that he or she is as familiar as possible with CV9. 

 

• House Slippers, Hoods, and Other Head Gear: Slippers must not be worn during school hours.  Please remind our students 

that full head scarves, bonnets, and do-rags are prohibited; however, hoods and hats can be worn during lunch and in the 

hallways but not during class. 

 

• IDs: If your student has a mobile phone, please encourage him or her to take a picture of the ID (once available) and be sure 

that the barcode is visible.  The cost to replace an ID is $2. 
 

• Inappropriate Language: Recently, there has been an increase in students using inappropriate language (profanity/n-word).  

Even if they can use this speech at home, please speak to your child to ensure they are using productive, positive language 

and that they are respectful of those who are near while at CV9.  Students were given this message and were reminded that 

they are responsible for the choices they make.  
 

• Laptop Fee Chart 

 

 
 

 

https://www.chippewavalleyschools.org/downloads/chippewa_valley_hs/cell_phone_and_smoking_policy_-_cv9_1_2.pdf
https://chippewavalley-cdn.fxbrt.com/downloads/chippewa_valley_hs/dress_code_2025.pdf
https://chippewavalley.familyportal.cloud/
https://www.payschoolsevents.com/events/details/39944
https://www.chippewavalleyschools.org/schools/high-schools/cvhs/cvhs9/cvhs-9---big-red-check-in/
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• Medication: If your child takes any medication including over-the-counter medicine, please click on the link for guidance 

regarding School Medication Procedures. 

 

• Okay2Say: Please keep the link for Ok2Say in an easily accessible place https://www.michigan.gov/ok2say. Ok2Say is a 

part of Michigan School Safety programs. If you are ever aware of a threat to our school or to a student in our school, report 

it. 24/7/365.  

• Parent Portal: Please frequently check Parent Portal, and email teachers for grades and other information.  If you would like 

access to your child’s Schoology account, be sure to email ONE of your child’s teachers for a parent access code. 

• Parking Lot Procedures: When dropping off your student in the morning, please recognize that there is only one way in 

and out of the CV9 court.  When you arrive, please keep your child inside the vehicle, follow the flow of traffic around the 

circle, and do not release your child until he/she is curbside. To maximize movement, please pull as close to door 2 as 

possible (just beyond the main entry) and allow your child to quickly exit the vehicle as soon as he or she is curbside; there is 

no need to wait until he or she is right in front of the main entry. At no point should your child cross the street, so children 

should not be released in the parking lot.  Please do not use the middle lane until you pass door 2 (one door past the main 

entry).  Doors open at 6:25 a.m. To avoid the morning rush, please consider dropping off your student prior to 6:45 a.m.  

Always practice patience. 

When picking up your student, park alongside the curb as traffic dictates.  Pull forward to door 2.  Whenever possible, please 

continue to move forward.  Your child will be able to cross the street at the main crossway in front of the main entry 

only.  He or she must wait until Mr. Williams gives the signal to cross.  After picking up your child, and you are still not able 

to progress, please kindly signal, and Mr. Williams will help you access the middle lane. 

 

• Pathfinder: Help your kids explore in-demand careers and the credentials they’ll need on Pathfinder.  The recently updated 

pathfinder uses current labor market information and wage data to help you learn about career paths in Michigan.  Get started 

at https://pathfinder.mitalent.org/resources. 

 

• Physical Horseplay and Altercations: Please help reinforce that students must keep their hands to themselves.  Many would 

like to say they are playing with friends, but when asked, they often don’t know the other student’s name.  Other students say 

they are just having fun, but these playful actions set the stage for accidents or an escalation due to one student feeling 

embarrassed in front of a group.  Encourage students to contact a trusted adult in the event of struggles or conflicts. Do not 

encourage fighting. Please know that school fights result in 10-day suspensions, a $250 fine for the first infraction ($100 civil 

and $150 court fee) and a $650 fine ($500 fine and $150 court fee) for second offense with the possibility of additional 

consequences. 

 

• Restroom Expectations: Please remind your son or daughter of the following restroom expectations: 

o Do not enter the restrooms in groups of three or more.  Those who need mirrors, please use the mirror outside of the 

office, or reverse the camera view on cell phones to inspect appearances. 

o Phones must be put away while in restrooms, even when waiting for an available stall.   

o Only one person is allowed in a stall at a time, no exceptions. 

• Transportation Options: If you live in-district, but you drive your student to and from school, please consider allowing your 

child to ride the bus.  For those of you who are uncomfortable with your child walking in the dark, your child can wait at his 

or her bus stop inside your vehicle until the bus arrives.  This way, you won’t have to worry about traffic jams or making a 

left turn out of CV9’s parking lot.  You can also wait for your child to arrive at his or her bus stop in the afternoon from the 

comfort of a nearby subdivision. 

If you still prefer to drop off and pick up, please strongly consider making a right turn.  You will find that turning right 

is less stressful, and the two extra minutes it takes you to get home will be the same two minutes you would have used 

waiting for others as you attempt a left turn out of CV9’s parking lot.  

Those of you who arrive early for afternoon pick-up, please fight the urge to park beyond door #2.  Doing so may 

create a shortcut or be easier for you, but it blocks a lot of drivers from entering the lane to make a right turn, which inhibits 

everyone’s ability to exit.  Be patient, and remember, there is only one way in, and one way out. 

 

• Vacations Prior to the Conclusion of the School Year: Family vacations are very important, and many of us must take 

trips whenever our employers allow, but some of us understandably make plans when there is a spectacular deal.  If possible, 

please avoid scheduling elective trips between 6/9/25 and 6/11/25.  The last day of finals and teacher-presence is 

6/11/25.  Scheduling finals over summer break is not only difficult to coordinate, but your child will need to retain all of the 

information he or she learned for an even longer period of time to be successful on exams, which accounts for 20% of his or 

https://www.chippewavalleyschools.org/downloads/chippewa_valley_hs/lockers_covid_and_medication_support.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/ok2say
https://pathfinder.mitalent.org/resources
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her final grade.  For those who absolutely must travel prior to the last day of school, please have your child make 

arrangements with his or her teachers to take finals prior to the trip. 

 

• Videos: Please discourage your child from recording others, especially during a conflict.  The expectation is to immediately 

report problematic behavior, but at the very least, your child should move away from and not run toward the problem to 

record.  Should your student record and share videos that cause additional disruptions in school, your student will be held 

accountable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Daily Class Schedule (M,T, Th, F) 

Periods Times 

1st Hour 7:10 – 8:09 

2nd Hour 8:15 – 9:14 

3rd Hour 9:20 – 10:19 

4th Hour 10:25 – 12:56 

5th Hour 12:02 - 1:01 

6th Hour 1:07 - 2:06 


